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The Baltic Sea: Part 5
Tallinn, Estonia

Our next stop was 190 miles north in Tallinn, the most populous 
city and capital of Estonia. Situated on a bay in north Estonia, 
on the shore of the Gulf of Finland of the Baltic Sea, Tallinn has 
a population of about 450,000. Tallinn is the main financial, 
industrial, and cultural centre of Estonia.

Tallinn is about 200 miles (320 km) shy of Saint 
Petersburg, Russia, the major stop on this cruise until 
Russia invaded Ukraine, and only 120 miles from Russia.

Tallinn Old Town is one of the best-preserved medieval 
cities in Europe and is listed as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

Tallinn has the highest number of start-ups per person 
among European countries and is the birthplace of many 
international high-technology companies, including 
Skype, Bolt and Wise. The city is also home to the 
headquarters of the European Union's IT agency and to 
the NATO Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence. In 2007, 
Tallinn was listed among the top-10 digital cities in the 
world, and in 2022, Tallinn was listed among the top-10 
"medium-sized European cities of the future".
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We saw a lot of support towards the Ukrainian people, or maybe more 
accurate, anger and hatred towards Putin and the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. The image to the right was at a restaurant on a popular square 
but typical of others we saw scattered about Tallinn (as well as other 
cities we visited).

Later, we happened to walk by the 
Russian Embassy and saw what was 
possibly the epicenter of that anger and 
hatred in Tallinn... at least visually. 
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Below, an interesting sculpture 
of Voldemar Panso at the entry 
of The Department of Drama of 
the Estonian Academy of Music 
and Theatre. Voldemar Panso was 
an Estonian stage director, actor, 
theatrical teacher and the founder of 
the academy.
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Tree hugging in Estonia is popular. A 
type of nature therapy and thought to 
be relaxing, calming, rejuvenating, and 
energizing.

Below is The Tallinn Song Festival Grounds on which the famous Estonian Song Festival is held every five years.
In 1988, Estonians gathered at the Tallinn Song Festival Grounds, to sing patriotic hymns in what became known as the Singing 

Revolution that led to the overthrow of Soviet rule. During the Singing Revolution days, up to 300,000 people attended the Night 
Song Festival, however, this figure has been questioned. During the typical Song Festivals the number of people in the audience 
may reach 100,000.

It is also used for performances other than the Estonian Song Festival. Some of the more famous performers have been Michael 
Jackson, Tina Turner, Madonna, Red Hot Chili Peppers, Lady Gaga, Green Day, Elton John, Queen, Guns N' Roses, and Bon Jovi.

Below and seeming to be watching a 
performance is the Gustav Ernesaks. He 
played an integral role in the Singing 
Revolution and was one of the father 
figures of the Estonian Song Festival 
tradition. 
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We visited the Victims of Communism 
Memorial. Estonia lost a fifth of its 
population to Soviet terrorism, many of 
whom still rest in unmarked graves.

This part of the memorial is referred to 
as 'Journey' part, with name plaques of the 
victims lining the entire passage. 

The walls on the outside (the other side) of the above passage had engraved plaques describing the various events and history of 
the communist terrorism. I photographed them and include them here on the next 3-4 pages.

If you would prefer not to read them, just skip the next pages, but I found them very informing,  enlightening, and gave me a new 
perspective on how much these countries have suffered and why they are so passionate about their independence from others.

At the end of my photographs of the plaques there are some photographs in bullet holes that were thought provoking as well.
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Another area of the outside wall depicted bullet holes in a wall where people were executed. 
If you went up to the holes and looked in you would see a photograph of one of the victims. 
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After experiencing the Victims of Communism 
Memorial it was a nice relief to visit a more tranquil 
and peaceful cemetery where we had a nice walk.

On our way back to the ship we saw this VW 
bug. Almost  the same color as the one I had in the 
1960s. There were no hippy flower stickers on it 
like I had though.

I enjoyed listening a bit to 
this musician. I would not 
have thought one could make 
a violin much more difficult to 
play... but I was wrong.

Each day our cabin was 
creatively re-decorated 
with a new towel creature.
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As we left Tallinn under the cover of a wet, cool and misty 
evening, we could see the back of the band shell at the The Tallinn 
Song Festival Grounds.

Our next stop was Helsinki, a relatively short distance away 
compared to other stops. It was still going to take us overnight to 
get there though.

On our way north, we were used as a test bed and educational 
fodder for some sort activity by the Reval Maritime School. From 
the 13th century until the first half of the 20th century, Tallinn 
was known in most of the world by variants of its other historical 
name Reval.

We were docked at the 
Tallinn ferry terminal 
for two days and enjoyed 
watching the activity 
from Situation Room 
(our room's outside 
balcony).

.END
The next Flying Pig Adventures travelogue will be about our stop in Helsinki, Finland.
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