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After a couple-three days in Budapest the waters still had not receded enough for ship travel on the upper Danube.  In Budapest 
the water levels just kept rising, and finally the roads next to the ship were closed in preparation for the Danube overflowing onto 
them. At that point we were bused to a waiting ship on the Main-Danube canal near Regensburg where the Danube meets the 
Main-Danube Canal. This Main-Danube man made canal is not subject to flooding due to all the dams and locks on it. 

We made a stop for two nights in Vienna, Austria on the way to the ship near Regensburg, Germany. Ostensibly the Vienna stop 
was to put us on schedule going west once we got on the next ship. 

In Vienna we took a few walks in the 
Stadtpark next to the hotel we stayed at, doing a 
little birding. We also enjoyed all the public art 
while waiting for our ship and schedule to be 
ready for us going west.

The Stadtpark is a large 28 
acre municipal park. Scattered 
throughout the park are statues 
of famous Viennese artists, 
writers, and composers.
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I liked this sculpture particularly 
well and enjoyed walking around it 
for the many interesting perspectives.

Someone else apparently liked 
the sculpture as well and left their 
appreciative mark of approval on it.

mailto:WallyHampton%40comcast.net?subject=
http://www.wallyhampton.com


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 3

Flying Pig Adventures - Volume 70 - Black Sea To North Sea, 2024 Redux: Part II: Budapest To Amsterdam
Copyright 2024 Wally Hampton, All Rights Reserved  ~  WallyHampton@comcast.net  ~  www.WallyHampton.com

Black Sea To North Sea
2024 Redux

Part II: Budapest To Amsterdam
friend Larry Perkins; Artist, Rocket 

Scientist and Race Car Driver.
08.04.1932 - 04.26.2024

This issue is dedicated 
to the memory of my 

Hans Makart, a 19th-century Austrian 
academic history painter, designer, and 
decorator. Makart was a prolific painter whose 
ideas significantly influenced the development 
of visual art in Austria-Hungary, Germany, and 
became the acknowledged leader of the artistic 
life of Vienna

Andreas Zelinka served as the mayor 
of Vienna, Austria from 1861 to 1868, In 
1865, during his time as mayor, the first 
sections of the famous Ringstraße were 
opened. An interesting note as well, his 
entire annual salary of 12,000 florins was 
donated to charity.

And of course there was something 
to celebrate the famous Austrian 
composer Frans Peter Schubert. 
Despite his short 31 years of life, 
Schubert left behind more than 600 
secular vocal works, several complete 
symphonies, sacred music, operas, 
incidental music, and a large body of 
piano and chamber music.
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We spent a few hours one day at the Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien 
(Vienna Museum of Art History). 

It consists of two enormous building of the same size and design 
positioned across from each other with the Maria-Theresien-Platz in 
between. Each building has well over 300, 000 square feet of gallery space. 
Emperor Franz Joseph had the building we visited built to house the 
Habsburgs' formidable art collection and it opened around 1891. I sure 
would have enjoyed spending a lifetime of effort filling them both with art 
and artifacts but I was born in more constrained circumstances, (or even 
just the one we visited).

They have an online / digital collection which can be seen via this link: 
https://www.khm.at/en/objectdb/ (or just click this text or the image to the 
right).

paintings that depict 
other paintings. I 
feel similar about 
M.C. Echer's "The 
Gallery" seen to the 
right. I suppose if one 
can only have one 
painting, maybe one 
that has them all in it?

and himself with other courtiers viewing 51 Italian works 
from the collection of the duke of Hamilton. Leopold 
Wilhelm had purchased them shortly before this picture 
was painted.

In retrospect I may have some sort of odd affinity to 

I liked this painting, Archduke Leopold Wilhelm in his gallery at Brussels, particularly well. The great significance of Archduke 
Leopold Wilhelm (1614-1662) is based less on his political activity as regent of the Spanish Netherlands than on his role as a patron 
of the arts. He compiled a gallery of over 1,400 pictures, almost all of which are in this museum. The painting by David Teniers  
(1610-1690), who was the court painter and the curator of the collection of Archduke Leopold Wilhelm, depicts the archduke
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That evening, rather than spending it in our room 
looking at the gloomy and stormy weather upstream, 
we were given a private 
concert arranged by the 
cruise ship company. We 
enjoyed the concert, but 
still would have preferred 
the tranquillity of our room 
with the floor to ceiling 
sliding windows open, a 
gentle warm breeze coming 
in, enjoying the view of a 
sunset over the upper
Danube while leisurely sipping a small glass of Kopke 10 year old 
tawny port.

However, this is what the 
upper Danube was like... 
flooded with river ships 
stranded.

Our plan was to go by 
land, around the flooded 
Danube and pickup our way 
west on the other side of the 
flooded portion of our route, 
on the Daube-Main canal.
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The next day we took a long bus ride to Kelheim, Germany, which is on the 
Danube-Main canal, boarded our next ship the Avalon Imagery, assumed one 
of my favorite cruising postures, and continued west towards Amsterdam and 
the North Sea.
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We passed by a colorful Riedenburg Sound Trail 
"Listening Station". Students from the nearby St. Anna 
girls' secondary school created a special kind of nature 
and sound experience as part of a school project. At 
various stations along the trail one can listen to the 
sounds of nature or create their own sounds using 
natural materials from the surrounding area. The one 
here amplifies and changes the sounds of nature when 
listening to the lower opening of each tube.

Common throughout the 
landscape are these towers, 
originally for TV signals, 
but now used to facilitate all 
sorts of communication.

One of the 
many locks we 
passed through 
on the trip.
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Our next stop and walk was in Nuremberg. 

The Congress Hall of the Nazi 
Party Rally Grounds as seen from the 
Nuremberg Castle. The whole site is now 
a memorial maintained to commemorate 
the victims of Nazi repression.
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Known as Der Hase, this is a monument to Renaissance-era painter 
and printer Albrecht Dürer, who was born and lived much of his 
life not far from where the sculpture stands here in Nuremburg. The 
bizarre and irreverent sculpture pays tribute to one of Dürer’s most 
famous natural history watercolor paintings,
Feldhase (A Young Hare), which portrays a
leveret sitting in a pose of relaxation.

Created in 1984 by the artist Jurgen Goertz 
in a spirit of satire, the sculpture has proven to
be somewhat controversial. It has often been
labeled by its detractors as being “one of the
world’s ugliest pieces of public art.”

The gigantic goggle-eyed hare is portrayed as having fallen hard 
upon and smashed open a wooden box from which spills a horde of 
numerous tiny and demonic-looking rabbits. Look closely and you 
will see that crushed beneath this heavyweight hare lies a person, 
whose lifeless hand can be seen outstretched from beneath the 
animal’s colossal bulk.

With a name like "Wanderer Cafe.Bar", 
this place most definitely called out to us. 
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Along the Danube-Main canal and the Main itself, the 
bridges are low and there are only a few inches to spare 
between the top of the wheel house and the bottom of the 
bridges. They actually lower the wheel house going under 
bridges with special mechanics and hydraulics that have been 
designed into these river ships. 
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Public Art Along Our Walk

We came across the breathing hole below. You stand on the step, put your 
head inside the hole then breath in deeply and breathe out slowly while 
humming. It is best to hum with your mouth and lips loosely closed in 
different tones until you find your own tone.

You can recognize this tone by a stronger resonance and by the fact that you 
can feel the vibration of your own voice in your back, stomach and legs, right 
down to the soles of your feet.

Every person has an organ vibration that is unique to him, the so-called 
"tremor": The humming excites the tremor enormously.

In early history, humming was probably practiced 
more than dancing, singing, drumming and flute 
as an invigorating way to "set the tone” of the entire 
organism.

Early evidence of this is the 
Summiochers in the caves 
of Malta and in medieval 
cathedrals in southern France.

And, just in case you don't 
know me well enough to know 
the answer... and just have to 
ask... NO I DID NOT! 

mailto:WallyHampton%40comcast.net?subject=
http://www.wallyhampton.com


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 12

Flying Pig Adventures - Volume 70 - Black Sea To North Sea, 2024 Redux: Part II: Budapest To Amsterdam
Copyright 2024 Wally Hampton, All Rights Reserved  ~  WallyHampton@comcast.net  ~  www.WallyHampton.com

Black Sea To North Sea
2024 Redux

Part II: Budapest To Amsterdam
friend Larry Perkins; Artist, Rocket 

Scientist and Race Car Driver.
08.04.1932 - 04.26.2024

This issue is dedicated 
to the memory of my 

Some Other Things We Saw On Our Bamberg Walk

We came across another 
family of storks... and 
watched a few moments of 
discord when a predator 
came for a visit. 
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After watching our traverse of a few more locks 
from the comfort our room, we made our next 
stop at Volkach.

Located just outside 
the town is the late-
Gothic pilgrimage 
church Maria im 
Weingarten. 
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Some More Things We Saw On Our Volkach Walk
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There was some historical indication 
that Kitzingen was familiar with the 
Main River flooding. Modern dams 
and locks have reduced that. 

We next made a short 
afternoon stop at Kitzingen. 
We docked very conveniently 
right in the town. We enjoyed a 
short walk, doing some birding 
along the waterfront and a bit 
of walking into the old section 
of town.

Back in our room we could 
even enjoy the town from there.

Our exit was cause 
for a river side party 
by the locals. Or 
maybe we were just 
part of the evening 
entertainment.
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At our Wurzburg stop we decided 
to take a walk in a nearby park and do 
some birding. We had been here before 
but where we docked this time was a bit 
away from the downtown area where we 
had docked on the last trip. Again, this 
was okay with us as we could explore a 
different area than we had before. 

At the furthest point we walked in 
the park, there was a train station and 
an impressive and poignant memorial 
sculpture. 

We spent some time reading and 
looking at the memorial. A lady that 
had a Germanic accent spoke to me 
in English, noting that the collective 
"we" have still not learned from this.

Considering all the current rhetoric 
in our own country I couldn't have 
agreed more. 
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Our next stop was Miltenberg, 
where we just missed meeting 
up with our friends Tim & Evi 
Halpin. The best we could do was 
follow their visit to the famous 
Zim Riesen, established in 1411. 
Evi, shown here with her brother, 
was from a nearby village but now 
living in B.C., Canada.

It was easy to find the local WC, there were 
clear and clever signs.

Outside of many buildings and houses 
there were these plaques in amongst 
cobble stones and bricks showing the 
names of residents that were deported 
from them in the 1930s and 1940s.
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We ended our days on the Main with a 
couple of great sunsets, which were not to be 
out done by any we saw on the Rhine during 
our last days to Amsterdam.

Boys in the Boat am Main
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Soon after exiting the Main and entering the Rhine we stopped at Rudesheim 
am Rhein. Rudesheim am Rhein is part of the Rheingau wine region and a large 
part of landscape reflects that.

From Rudesheim we continued down the Rhine through 
the area known for all the castles. 

mailto:WallyHampton%40comcast.net?subject=
http://www.wallyhampton.com


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 24

Flying Pig Adventures - Volume 70 - Black Sea To North Sea, 2024 Redux: Part II: Budapest To Amsterdam
Copyright 2024 Wally Hampton, All Rights Reserved  ~  WallyHampton@comcast.net  ~  www.WallyHampton.com

Black Sea To North Sea
2024 Redux

Part II: Budapest To Amsterdam
friend Larry Perkins; Artist, Rocket 

Scientist and Race Car Driver.
08.04.1932 - 04.26.2024

This issue is dedicated 
to the memory of my 

Seen Along The Rhine
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One evening we stopped 
in Engers for a concert in the 
building to the right. After the 
concert we took a short walk 
through the village.
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Our last stop on the Rhine 
was Cologne. We docked in 
another great spot right in 
the middle of the town with 
easy access to much of what 
Cologne has to see. Cologne 
was pretty crowded as there 
were Euro 2024 football 
events here too. Germany 
hosted the tournament, 
which took place from June 
14th to July 14th. There were 
24 teams playing across 10 
different cities in Germany. 
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I was most impressed by the stained and leaded glass windows in the gothic Cologne Cathedral. Many were made in the 19th 
century. You can read more about them here: http://colognecathedral.net/Stained-Glass-of-Cologne-Cathedral.html or just click on 
any of the images.

Although I did not include a photograph of it here, in 2007 the cathedral received a new stained glass window in the south 
transept. The 1,220 sq ft glass work was created by the German artist Gerhard Richter. It is composed of 11,500 identically sized 
pieces of colored glass resembling pixels, randomly arranged by computer, which create a colorful "carpet". Since the loss of the 
original window in World War II, the space had been temporarily filled with plain glass.
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.END

Back in Amsterdam, we docked 
conveniently next to the train station 
where would catch a train to the 
airport the next day. 

We had one day to wander 
around a bit more so we took a long 
walk, stopping by the cafe we had 
frequented on our stay in 2018 and 
seeing that the ruling cafe cat was still 
there, albeit moving a bit slower now.

The next day we had our last 
onboard Situation Room, then 
hoped a train to the in-airport 
hotel, checked in, and readied 
ourselves for the flight back to 
Seattle the next day.

While we were foiled yet again 
by the Upper Danube to float the 
entire way from the Black Sea to 
the North Sea and will probably 
not try it again, we did enjoy 
the trip. As we have been told, 
"we seem to have a complicated 
relationship with the Danube".

Our next adventure will 
be spending the northern 
hemisphere's winter exploring 
New Zealand during their 
summer. We will travel to 
New Zealand via ship over the 
next two months, returning by 
another ship in the spring.

mailto:WallyHampton%40comcast.net?subject=
http://www.wallyhampton.com

